48                    A LITERARY MAN'S POLITICAL EXPERIENCES
in his time, had employed severe repressive measures against the
Communists, now turned up as one of the leaders of the United
Front.
When I again became a full time party worker I was assigned to
the agitation and propaganda committee. Those placed in the
Committee were generally writers an4 speakers and they were
expected to function under the guidance of the provincial committee.
The members of the "agit-prop unit" at the time were P.
Jeevanandam, Baladandayutham (remaining underground since he
was "wanted" in connection with a conspiracy case), S. Rama-
krishnan, R.K. Kannan, R.K. Pandurangan, N. V. Giri, K. Muthiah,
M. Narayanan, Singai P. Srinivasan, G. Alavandar, R. Krishniah,
Mugavai Rajamanikkam and myself, making a total of 13.3 Among
us only Jeevanandam held membership in the executive of the
provincial committee.
A majority in our agit-prop unit refuted and opposed the extreme
anti-Congress line and the tactic of the united front formulated by
the provincial committee. They criticized the line very sharply within
the party. I understood the ideological issue involved and I resolute-
ly stood by the majority view in our unit.
Janasakthi was the official organ of the Tamil Nadu provincial
committee of the Communist Party. But the official agit-prop unit of
the party refused to accept the resolutions and actions of the
provincial committee! Those who wrote in Janasakthi were not
like journalists who write what the proprietor of their newspaper
thinks. They were responsible party workers and leaders. We heard
with disgust speeches by Jeevanandam and A.S.K. Tyengar4 in which
they praised Periyar and Dina Thanthl editor C.B. Adithan (now the
Honourable Adittanar)5 as outstanding democratic leaders. My
job at that time was only to read the proofs of Janasakthi and
once in a while to write a piece under the supervision of seasoned
comrades. However, I involved myself vigorously in the inner-party
political debates.
The Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam had not even begun to call
itself a political movement. It lacked courage to place its concept of
separation of Dravidanadu before the people and to jump into the
electoral arena. It kept politics simply as a "side business." The
talk and the writing of its principal leaders indicated to the people
that they were wallowing in [preparing] stories for films, card playing,
and other such assorted pleasurable activities.